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“‘The seed is the Word of God. Those by the 

wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil 

comes and takes away the Word out of their 

hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 

But the ones on the rock are those who, when 

they hear, receive the Word with joy; and 

these have no root, who believe for a while 

and in time of temptation fall away….’”

Luke 8:11-15



“‘And the ones that fell among thorns are 

those who, when they have heard, go out and 

are choked with the cares, riches, and 

pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to 

maturity. But the ones that fell on the good 

ground are those who, having heard the 

Word with a noble and good heart, keep it 

and bear fruit with patience.’”

Luke 8:11-15 Continued…



Obviously, all the seed in this parable did 
not yield a harvest; and what’s interesting 
is to see where Jesus placed the blame for 
this. Did He place the blame on the seed, 
the sower, or the ground? He placed it … 
not on His Word or on the preacher (in this 
case) but … on the audience! So let’s give 
ourselves a spiritual hearing checkup by 
using the teaching of The Great Physician.



Let’s begin by
talking about our

Motives.



M a t e r i a l 
G a i n

Acts 24:24-26  



“Felix … sent for Paul and heard him 

concerning the faith in Christ. As Paul 

reasoned about righteousness, self-control, 

and the judgment to come, Felix was 

afraid and answered, ‘Go away for now; 

when I have a convenient time I will call 

for you.’ Meanwhile he also hoped that 

money would be given him by Paul that he 

might release him. Therefore he sent for 

him more often and conversed with him.”



Entrapment
of the

Speaker
Mark 12:13  



“Then they sent to 

Jesus some of the 

Pharisees and the 

Herodians to catch 

Him in His words.”



Admiration
for the
Speaker

First Corinthians 3:21  



“Let no one

glory in men.”



C u r i o s i t y

Acts 17:18-21  



“Then certain Epicureans and Stoic philoso-

phers encountered Paul. And some said, ‘What 

does this babbler want to say?’ Others said, ‘He 

seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods,’ be-

cause he preached to them Jesus and the resur-

rection. And they took him and brought him to 

the Areopagus, saying, ‘May we know what this 

new doctrine is of which you speak? For you are 

bringing some strange things to our ears. 

Therefore we want to know what these things 

mean.’ For all the Athenians and the foreigners 

who were there spent their time in nothing else 

but either to tell or to hear some new thing.”
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“Mary … sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 

But Martha was distracted with much serving, 

and she approached Him and said, ‘Lord, do 

You not care that my sister has left me to serve 

alone? Therefore tell her to help me.’ And Jesus 

… said to her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are wor-

ried and troubled about many things. But one 

thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good 

part, which will not be taken away from her.’”

[I.e., Mary was hungering and thirsting for 

righteousness and being filled, cf. Mat. 5:6.]



Now let’s talk about

Wrong Kinds
of Hearing.



R e b e l l i o u s
(W a y s i d e)

Luke 8:12  



“‘Those by the wayside are 

the ones who hear; then the 

devil comes and takes away 

the word out of their

hearts, lest they should 

believe and be saved.’”



Short–lived
(Rocky)

Luke 8:13  

This is the “fly-by-night” type of person.



“‘The ones on the rock are 

those who, when they hear, 

receive the Word with joy; 

and these have no root, who 

believe for a while & in time 

of temptation fall away.’”



Worldly
(Thorny)

Luke 8:14  



“‘The ones that fell among 

thorns are those who, when 

they have heard, go out and 

are choked with cares, riches, 

and pleasures of life, and 

bring no fruit to maturity.’”



Itching Ear

Second Timothy 4:3-4  

This is the type of person who is happy 
and comfortable with his preacher 

because he never steps on his toes.



“The time will come when they 

will not endure sound doctrine, 

but according to their own desires, 

because they have itching ears, 

they will heap up for themselves 

teachers; and they will turn their 

ears away from the truth and be 

turned aside to fables.”



James 1:22-25  

Loss of Memory



“Be doers of the Word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves. For if any-
one is a hearer of the Word and not a 
doer, he is like a man observing his 

natural face in a mirror; for he 
observes himself, goes away, and 

immediately forgets what kind of man 
he was. But he who looks into the 

perfect law of liberty and continues in 
it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a 

doer of the work, this one will be 
blessed in what he does.”



Lastly let’s talk about

Right Kinds
of Hearing.



Frequent

To be a frequent hearer 
means to be a constant 
and consistent attendee

at teaching sessions.

Acts 2:42a & Psalm 1:1-2  



The disciples “continued stead-
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine.”

“Blessed is the man whose … 
delight is in the law of the Lord,

and in His law he meditates
day and night.”



Discerning

To be a discerning hearer  
means to determine the 

veracity of what’s taught.

First John 4:1 & 6  



“Do not believe every spirit, but test 

the spirits whether they are of God; 

because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world…. We are of 

God. He who knows God hears us; 

he who is not of God does not hear 

us. By this we know the spirit of 

truth and the spirit of error.”



Candid

To be a candid hearer 
means to listen without 

bias and malice, but with 
honesty and openness.

Acts 17:11  



The Bereans “were more fair-

minded than those in Thessalonica 

in that they received the Word with 

all readiness and searched the 

Scriptures daily to find out whether 

these things [the things they heard 

Paul teach] were so.”



Reverent

To be a reverent hearer 
means to listen with great 

humility, respect, and 
even love for God’s Word. 

First Thessalonians 2:13  



“For this reason we also thank God 

without ceasing, because when you 

received the Word of God which 

you heard from us, you welcomed 

it not as the word of men, but as it 

is in truth the Word of God, which 

also effectively works in you.” 



Submissive

To be a submissive hearer 
means to listen with a 

desire and willingness to 
apply what’s learned. 

Matthew 7:24-27  



Jesus said, “‘Whoever hears these sayings 
of Mine and does them, I will liken him to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock: 
the rain descended, the floods came, and 

the winds blew and beat on that house; and 
it did not fall, for it was founded on the 

rock. Now everyone who hears these say-
ings of Mine and does not do them, will be 
like a foolish man who built his house on 
the sand: the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house; and it fell. 

And great was its fall.’”  SO 



How Is
Your Hearing?

Do you have ears “to hear”? 
Or do you just have ears?


